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2] Jatiyotabadi Somomona Jote
e Date: 25.11,2024 wifa:

To
Chicf

Constitution Reform Commission
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Best Regards! Here arc some potential points of reform for the Constitution of
Bangladesh by Jatiyatabadi Samamana Jot ta ensure a more stable, progressive, and
democratic govemance structure:

1.  Develop a clear mechanism for free, fair and credible ¢lections adding the
neutral caretaker government provision with independent, nonpartisan election
COmImISSion.

2. Executive powers of the President, Prime Minister and Cabinet should be
balanced and also decentralize the power of the central government by
empowering local government bodies with more autonomy, resources and
responsibilities.

3. Introduce term limits for key official positions of the State including the Prime
Minister 10 prevent monopolization of power and no individual shall be
allowed to hold the post of the ‘Prime Minister’ conseculively for more than
two terms.

4. Post-retirement participation in elections by government officials within 05
years afler retirement should be declared iflegal.

5. Enhance judicial independence by removing political influence over judicial
appointments and operations, assurance of a transparent and merit-based
judicial appointment process through establishing an independent secretariat
for the judiciary

6.  Reform article 70 of the Constilution saving the power of the members of
parliament to vote against political party in making foreign treaties, bringing
changes in existing laws, amendment of constitution etc,

7. Reform parliamentary procedures to enhance transparency, encourage
meaningful debate and hold members accountable for their actions and
decisions by abolishing the unconstitutional and contentious provisions of the
constitution,

_ by _

4 T v, TR, (@F O, A%, b‘l’ﬂlbooo, WA 039)¢-bR93Y, S-G8M: jatiyotabadisomomanajote@gmail.com
Head Office: 85, Nayapaltan, {4th Floor) Palian, Dhaka-1000, Phone: 01715-627288, E-mail: jatiyotabadisomemonajote@gmail.com
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_d.

8. Guarantee stronger constitutional safeguards for freedom of specch, press,
thoughts and assembly whilc preventing misuse of laws like the Digital
Security Act,

9. Introduce proportional representation in the government Ihrougﬁ free-fair
election system under the supervision of a neutral carctaker government to
ensure that every political party has a voice over the ruling party.

10,  Ensure constitutional protections for ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities
with special provisions for representation and participation in government with
the distinctive characteristics between nationality and nationalism.

11.  Clearly define the process for judicial review of laws and provide a transparent
mechanism for constitutional amendments with input from the public subject 10
addition of referendum provisions 1o use it when necessary.

12. Enhance the protection of fundamental rights in alignment with international
human rights standards and mechanisms to redress violations effectively.

13, Include explicit provisions on environmental protection and sustainable
development to redress climate change and natural disasters.

14. Establish a nonpartisan and merit-based civil service system with clear
constitutional provisions to prevent political interference with a clear restriction
in the participation of the ones holding the office of profit of the State in local
and national election.

15. Guarantee of the establishment of ombudsman under article 77 by the
govemment of the country.

These reforms aim to address systemic issues in good govemnance, imprave
transparency, promote inclusivity and create a foundation for sustainable progress in
Bangladesh.

N A
LS04

Dr. Fariuzzaman Far
Senior Advocate, Supreme Court'of Bangladesh
Co-ordinator, Jatiyatabadi Samamana Jot
Chairman, National People’s Party (NPP)
Phone: 01715627288
Email: zamanfarhad62(@gmail.com

O FHE: e, TP, (2F ©UT), R, T-3000, CFI: 0393¢-6393vY, TR jatiyotabadisomomonajote@gmail.com
Head Office: 85, Nayapattan, (4th Floor) Paltan, Dhaka-1000, Phone: 01715627288, E-mail: jatiyotabadiscmemonajote@gmail.com
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Adv. Mohsen Rashid
Athng President

Bangladesh Muslim Leagus

Ref

Office: HH 4, R#1/A, Gulshan-1 Dhaka,
Bangladesh, Phone: +880 1911 344 344
Email: mohsenandassociates@gmail com

14 November, 2024

Prof. Al Riaz, -
Chiet Commissioner,

Constitution Reforms Commission,

Block 1, M.F Hostel

Jatiya Sangshad Bhaban,

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,

Dhaka

Emall:crcbd 2@ legislativediv. gov. bd

Dear Prof. Riaz,

Greetings from Bangladesh Muslim League.

Bangladesh Muslim League is pleased to enclose herewith a proposed outline for Constitutional

Reforms Fssentially Bangladesh Muslim League has provided the basic structure for a new Constitution,
however, the same can be used for reforming the present Constitution,

Regards -

Muhammad Ut};ﬁrrﬁashid

Bangladesh Muslim League

Party Headguarter: fazi M
a 30

Phoie: 580450 d94 +=28

ansion, 116/2 Box Culvert Road (L-4], Naya Paltan, Dhaka-1000 Bangladssn

1711 D15 320, Ermail- bdmile76@gmail.com Web: www.bmlinfe.org
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AN OUTLINE FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS
By Bangladesh Muslim League

Bangladesh Muslim League sends its sincere greetings to the Commission on Constitutional

Reforms.

Bangladesh Muslim League is a registered Political Party, bearing registration number 21
with lantern as its symbol, It draws its lineage from 1906 when it was formed in Dhaka by
Nawab Sir Salimullah as the All India Muslim League. Since then this Party has existed not
only in Bangladesh but also in Pakistan and India. BML has held 26 seats in Bangladesh
Parliament

Muslim League has a proud and rich heritage of producing leaders like Muhammad Ali
Jinnah. Liaquat Ali Khan, Khawja Nazimuddin, Shaheed Suharwardy, A K.Fazlul Hug, Sk.
Mujibur Rahman. Fazlul Quader Chowdhury, Tamizuddin Khan, Shah Azizur Rahman,
Monem Khan, Khan Sabur Khan , just to name a few,

Muslim League unlike BNP and BAIL has never been involved in corruption, nepotism and

unfair practices when it was in power. Muslim League also holds the unique record of

holding [ree and fair elections while in power in 1954 and also no charges of rigging were

brought by any party in 1962 and 1965 clections.

BANGLADESH MUSLIM LEAGUE IS PLEASED TO PUT FORWARD AN OUTLINE
UF PROPOSALS FOR A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR BANGLADESH. IT IS NOT THE

DRAFT OF A NEW CONSTITUTION.
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PROPOSALS:

EXECUTIVE:

In the wake of our 53 years history we find that the Mujibnagar Government started with a
Presidential form of Government, then switched to Parliamentary form again to Presidential
and then back to Parliamentary form of Government and none ui it worked for various
[eHSONS:

Therefore, BML proposes for a semi Presidential form of Government. something like the

French, where a President and a Vice President as running mate (American) will be directly
elected by the people on the basis of adult franchise. The President will share power with the
Parliament. We think that this power sharing mechanism will create a balance between the

Parliament and the President.

The President shall be the Chief Executive of the Republic.

The President will appoint Judges to the Supreme Court, Election Commission, Auditor and
Comptroller General, Attorney General, Anti-Corruption Commission. Public Service
Commission, and appoint and fill positions to all other Constitutional offices, Defense Chiefs,

Prime Minister on the basis of his or her election by the Parliament, through secret ballot.

I'he appointment of the Cabinet will be done by the President in consultation with the Prime
Minister, however, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs, Defense will be nominated by and
appointed exclusively by the President, who may or may not be Members of Parliament. Upto
twenty percent members of the Cabinet may be appointed from outside the Parliament, which

we call technocrat Ministers (now it is 10%),

ff2 33 %6



The President will have the power to dissolve Parliament, if, a petition signed by a majority
of Members is received by the President but afier such verification as the President thinks fit
and proper in a given circumstance or if the Prime Minister advises the President in writing
under her hand to dissolve Parliament. All Ministers appointed to the Cabinet shall be under a

Warrant signed and sealed by the President.

The Vice President will be the Chairman of the Senate/Upper House.
It the President dies or is incapacitated the Vice President shall be the President and will
complete the term. if both are incapacitated the Speaker will act as the President until the

President is elected.

President will have a term of 6 years and will be eligible to be elected for a second term. Only

LW lerms.

No person will be the Prime Minister for more than two terms, Term here would mean the
existence of Parliament, that is, if the Parliament is dissolved earlier than the expiry of its
term than it would mean that the person who held the office has completed one term and will
be cligible for another terin as PM.

'he Prime Minister will be responsible for the running of the government with the aid, help
and assistance of the Cabinet, If any dispute arises within the Cabinet, the Prime Minister will
reler the same 10 the President who after hearing the Prime Minister and the Cabinet will
resolve 1t and his decision shall be final and cannot be questioned in any Court ineluding the
Supreme Courd

The Prime Minister will forward all decisions of the Cabinet to the President for his approval
and il the President has any objection he will sit with the relevant Minister and resolve it after

consultation with the Prime Minister. If it cannot be resolved then the decision and the
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objection will be sent to both houses of Parliament for a vote on the issue. The Mimster

concerned shall move the motion for a vote in both houses.

The Cabinet being an institution under the Constitution, any decision taken by it collectively
will be immune from questioning by any authority Constitutional or otherwise as that
decision will be deemed to be in Public and national interest. The PM will generally Chair
regular Cabinet meetings. Provided however, that the President will also have the power to
summon the Cabinet as and when he deems necessary; but shall Chair all such Cabinet
meetings in which the budget is to be approved, matters pertaining to national security.
foreign affairs, defence are on the agenda. After the dissolution of Parliament, the President
will assume all powers of the Prime Minister and form a small Cabinet composed of Senators

to run the affairs of the State, till such time that a new Parliament is in place.

FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS:

Article 29 (3) (b) (¢) should be deleted; we do not support any reservations.

Article 30 should be deleted. It is an honour for the country if its citizens are decorated.
Articled3 (3) (b) (4) (5) (6) needs 10 be deleted.

Article 36 Recast the Article as under:

Every citizen shall have the right to move freely throughowt Bangladesh, to reside and settle

in any place therein and to leave and renter Bangladesh.

Article 37 needs to be recast as under:

Every person shall have the right to assemble and to participate in public meetings and
processions peacefully and without arms, Provided however the party eoncerned shall inform

the Police Commissioner in Metropolitan Areas and the Deputy Commissioners and

Superintendent of Police of the district concerned at least 10 days prior to the event of their
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intention to assemble. hold public meeting or take out a procession so that the Police could
make securily arrangements and provide alternative routes for traffic. Further provided that
such political events shall take place only on weekends and holidays so that the lives of other
citizens is not disrupted,

Article 39 (2) should be deleted.

Article 41 (2) should be deleted,

Article 43 delete “subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in the interests of the
security of the State, public order, public morality or public health”, Add (¢) subject to any
restriction by a Court or a warrant issued by a Court.

Article 47A be deleted.

PARLIAMENT: BICHAMERAL LEGISLATURE

A Lower House called the Jatiyo Sangshad consisting of 400 members elected through adult
franchise and an upper house called the Senate consisting of 100 members of which 80%
shall be elected through an electoral college and 20% will be nominated from amongst
eminent citizens by the President, Prime Minister,Speaker, Chief Justice and the three chiefs
of the Armed Forees. The formation of the electoral college and who will nominate how many

and the eriteria for such nominations shall be put in a Schedule to the Constitution.

We are of the opinion that there would be more sobering effect in legislative work, like
debates and voting as the bills will have to be passed by both houses, This would mean that

lot of thought and expertise will go into legislative work.

It is proposed that the term of Jatiyo Sangshad be 4 years and that the Senate will not be
dissolved but the Senaters will retire on rotational basis. every three years but can offer

themselves for reclection twice only,
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Those who are elected to either house shall involve themselves only in legislative work and
will not involve themselves with the local government or be part of any schools, colleges or
madrassah. The Members of parliament and Senators will be responsible for the

accountability of the Executive through various Committees.

It 15 also proposed that unanimous recommendations given to the gm;;:rnmcnl by-the Standing
Committees of Parliament shall be sent to the Cabinet for consideration and a copy thereof to
the President. If the recommendations are not accepted they shall be placed before both
houses and a vote taken. The motion for voting will be moved by the Chair of the said

Committee. If the motion is accepted the Executive will be bound by such recommendations,

SPEAKER AND DEPUTY SPEAKER OF THE JATIVO SANGSHAD::

The Speaker shall be elected by a secret ballot , but the Deputy Speaker will have to be [rom
the Opposition.

ARTICLE 70:

This Article needs to be abolished.

ARTICLE 83:

Will remain as it is but a proviso as under is required 1o be added.
Provided hetein that no taxation. duties, cess. of any kind or sort can be levied as or under
any statutory Rules and Orders by any authority. everything which relates 1o financial

imposition or otherwise shall have to be through a Finance Bill .

Bangladesh Muslim League proposes for four Constitutional Councils,

1. Council of Ulemas:

B 22 (30b)




I'his Council will essentially advise the Government on all matters related to Islam, give
fatwas, instruct the education department and text book board for incorporation of such texts
and marters which are related to character building of school going Children, This Council
will further approve sermons for Friday prayers alternately dwelling on Huquq Allah and
Huquq Al Ibad for the purposes of reforming and creating 4 just society which embraces all
people of all religions . wibes. linguistic minorities. It is proposed .l;l_'tal the Chairman of this

Council will have the status of Deputy Premier.

2. Council of Minority Affairs:

This Council will be constituted with Hindu Priests, Buddhist Monks and Christian Priests.
The Council will monitor and ensure the wellbeing of all minorities. Liase with the
government 1o better the lot of the minorities, give necessary suggestions and ensure the
protection of their places of worship. The Council will prepare sermons and educational
material that the same create good will amongst all communities, helps in building a
cohesive, harmonious relationship amongst all eitizens, It will also be responsible to select
sites to observe their festivities, organise fairs ete. The Chairman of this Couneil will have the

rank and status of a Minister.

3. Council of Tribals:

This Council shall be composed of representatives of indigenous people or tribes like the
Chakmas, Meitei, Khasi, . Santhal, Garo which will be tasked to ensure that the language,
cttlure and customs of all tribes and ethnic groups including their festivals are protected and
they can study in their own language upto the primary level. The Council will also be
responsihle for proposing a curriculum. The purpose of this Couneil will be to create good
amongst all contmunities so that all can coexist in peace and harmony. Integration between

the trials and Bengalis will also be part of their mandate.
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4. Council for National Security:
The Council shall be composed of the President, Prime Minister, Speaker, Leader of the

Opposition, Chiefs of the Army. Navy and Air force.

This Council will meet in case any security problem or issue arises, 1o resolve any disputes
that may arise or has arisen between the President and the Parliament or the Prime Minister
Form a national security policy. The meeting of this Council will be called and Chaired by

the President.

JUDICIARY:
PART VI of the current Constitution shall pretty much remain the same.
Except for :

Article 95 (2) which should be substituted as follows:

A person shall be qualified for appointment as a Judge if he is a citizen of Bangladesh and
has been in actual unbroken regular practice as an advocate of the Supreme Court for at least
15 years, or has been in actual and active practice in the District and Sessions Court for at
least 20 years or has been a judge for 20 years in the subordinate judiciary doing judicial
work. Provided further that there will be no quotas but all appointments will be made on the
basis of merit.

Article 95 (3) There shall be a Judieial Commission comprising the Chief Justice, senior most
pusnie Judge of the Appellate Division, senior most Judge of the High Court Division. the
Attornev General, the Minister for Law and President of Supreme Court Bar Association will
compile a list of persons suitable for appointment as a Judge of the Supreme Court, shall
interview all those on the list and finalize the names for appointment as Tudges of the

Supreme court and forward it to the President for completing the necessary process of
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appointment after necessary verification and report by the National Security Intelligence and
Special branch in separately sealed confidential covers to the President. Any adverse report
against any person selected for appointment can only be overlooked or overruled by the said

Judicial Commission by a majority of the Commission members.

Reeast Article 100:

The permanent seat of the Supreme Court shall be in the capital but su:-:h number of
permanent benches of the High Court Division with registries may be appointed in such
places as the Judicial Commission may determine, and if necessary, sessions of the High
Court Division may be held in such other place or places as the Chief Justice may, with the

approval of President from time to time determine.t,

ARTICLE 102 (1)

THE PERSON FILING A WRIT PETITION MUST BE PERSONALLY AGGRIEVED or
Petitions can be filed by registered private Societies or Nun-Government Organizations for
the benefit of the people at large, save and except, the [oregoing no other person ean file a

Writ as a Public [nterest Litigation,

ARTICLE 111 should be recast:

The Law declared by the Appellate Division in an Appeal shall be binding upon the High
Court Division and the law declared by either division of the Supreme Court shall be hinding
on all Courts subordinate to it,

Provided further that any opinion given in Leave Petitions will not be Law, hence not binding

upon any Court including the HCT,
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ELECTIONS:

Note:

THE Election Commission shall be appointed by the Council for National Security.
There shall be a separate electorate for the Hindus and the tribals. This will give them
voice and strengthen the Unity, Today we are a country but not a nation. This separate
electorate will make us a nation. |

Immediately upon declaration of the Schedule for General Elections and Presidential
Elections the entire administration will be under the Election Commission. The
Election Commission shall have the power of transfers and postings. Any adverse
remarks of the Election Commission against any official shall form part of that
person's ACR.

The Armed forces shall be deploved by the order of the Election Commission in
consultation with the three Chiefs and the officers deployed shall have Magisterial
powers. The Armed Force shall be deployed in every General Election and Election of

the President.

Bangladesh Muslim League opposes any provision in the constitution for a Caretaker
interim government as only uncivilized country like Pakistan initiated this process of
Caretaker Government since 1985 and it has created much problems for democracy in
that country. Bangladesh followed 1t and we experienced its manipulation by
President Yazuddin on instruction from the yvoung turks of a particular Political party.,
Bhutan which was transiting to democracy from Monarchy in its wisdom borrowed
the provision from Bangladesh.

There is no other democratic country on the face of this earth which has such a

provision.

10
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BML is a party which has a proven track record of holding free and fair election while
in Power. Therefore, it is totally against such an undemocratic provision. However, if
the People are inclined to have a Caretaker system, then we would propose that the
Council for National Security name the entire Caretaker Cabinet before the

dissolution of Parliament,

ARTICLE 142 AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION:

Propose that the Constitution can be amended by four - fiths of the total membership of both
houses of Parliament and that no amendment can be made until it is approved by 60 percent

of the total voters in a referendum.

Muhammad MohsgaRashid, President Bangladesh Muslim League.

11
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(A political party based in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, Bangladesh)
Mailing Address :Swanirbhar bazaar, Khagrachari, Northern Chittageng Hill Tracts, Bangladesh.

Email. updfcht@gmail.com Website: www.updfcht.com
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"65 (3B). Four seats shall be reserved for the Hill Peoples of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts in the three districts, including one women'’s seat, who will be directly clected
solely by the hill people voters. They will be entitled to the same priviles and
entitlements like other members of Parliament."
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The special laws of the Chittagong Hill Tracts:-

The Chittagong Hill Tracts Reguilation, 1900 (Bengal Aet 1 of 1900), also
known as "‘The Chintagong Hill Tracts Manual™.

The Rangamati Hill Distriet Council Act, 1989 (Act XIX of 1989).

The Khagrachari Hill District Council Act, 1989 (Act XX of 1989).

The Bandarban Hill District Council Act, 1989 (Act XXI of 1989).

The Chittagong Hill Tracts Regional Council Act, 1998 (Act XII of 1998).
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The Republic

1. Bangladesh is a unitary, independent, sovereign Republic to be known as the
"People’s Republic of Bangladesh'. However, the administrative system of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts region will be different from that in other regions and it will
be administered in accordance with special laws.
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1. Bangladesh is a unitary, independent, sovereign Republic to be known as 'the
People's Republic of Bangladesh'. However, nothing in this article shall prevent the
state from taking special measures for the administration of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts region.
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"The state language of the Republic is Bangla. However, the state will provide equal
patronage to foster and develop the languages other than Bangla, of the different
peoples of the country.”
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“The People of Bangladesh shall be known as Bangladeshi."
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"13(d) Collective ownership, that is ownership by Hill Peoples of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts at village, mauza, circle and other levels based on customs and usages
practiced intergenerationally, as with other peoples with small populations having
ownership on a collective basis."

MWMWWWMBWWWW@WW
WWWW@W&IWTWWWWW!WW
Wwﬁwemwmﬁwmmw,mmﬁmw¢
TR (NTSIAE SIAH SR AT L0 A |

ARME 23 398



@ | SIRE S8-F FRCHYH

wroEn 38 PePfs Ry wrr ey #a: “angs swrey A Ty 20T et TEeS - $E,
afics, ey vhaae ~iefe Gifewer T8 serdnd Eifewa 91 SiBlas - &3 TP SHPE
TR T AW (T 23S e ww w4 |

T o RS BTt TR S e Ryt wen R

A TS 27 FMBILCE - IR G TR WeHTELE A AT (T 2808 I
F= 0"

"It shall be a fundamental responsibility of the State to emancipate the toiling masses
— the hill peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, along with other national minorities,
the peasants and workers - and backward sections of the people from all forms of
cxploitation.”
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"23. The State shall adopt measures to conserve the cultural traditions and heritage of
the people, and so to foster and improve the national language, literature and the arts,
along with that of all the peoples of the country, that all sections of the people are
afforded the opportunity to contribute towards and to participate in the enrichment of
the national culture and that of the different peoples.”
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"23A. The State shall take steps to protect and develop the unique local culture and
traditions of the Hill Peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts along with that of all other
national minorities."
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"28(4). Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making special provision
in favour of women or children or for the Hill peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts
and other national minorities and for the advancement of any backward section of
citizens."
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"making special provision in favour of backward section of citizens including the
Hill Peoples of the Chittagong Hill Tracts and members of national minorities for the
purpose of securing their adequate representation in the service of the Republic;”

difewen: AT SifewarTE i 78 SRR SifesEE B A HArEerT Srr A 1eye,
P13 4% ST el d-sTHfEr Sy P e (Ju WEY esf§ A AfTwH), SR
TFPTET FAW & T SR S @ e 7w ¢ WIINY oSy afoPo e
SGS, SAPITE T (T 03 S TP SIS TG NS (T Refaw wpd oA W AT
AT TET) @ STAF WAPTEST A (T (NEAT IFEEAC W, AN Ao AT -
S & @R CarEr 4 27) 9% eifewe! (v @ [Sediveny WaPE A WA U | T4,
SRS % ™Eee ST | ST (7, TS G T AT TG © LTS T
T "SRR W GBI P SR Wi @ e S a7 Wenl Soer AR |

S0 | SR O & TSR
LT Ol @ “wrad” *wE Ard TS (3) RS 4 | WO ... arere writaced e 7
a7 17 s woe GG Tof- SR TS 2209 |

“Q) wider ST «afS SfeTer ¢ wAyEy SRy wfewerre AReT, TSl ¢ ufew
S fRrer R eerare B-srmen () G (P RR e fige e "

"(2) Nothing in clause (1) shall prevent the State from making special provision for
the protection of the identity, integrity and rights of the hill peoples of the
Chittagong Hill Tracts and other national minorities."
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{Memo No. 3837-E.A., dated 11 March 1935 from the Secretary to the Government of
the Chittagong Division. Original preserved in the Chakma Raja’s Archives, Rajbari,
Rangamati, Chittagong Hill Tracts)]
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