1. ?

2. Election can be held in Dec, but would require | The Business Page: 02
cutting short on reforms: CA’s press secy Standard

3.

4, | FAFIEE & AR GF IO A 51R

5. -

6. | CJlooks forward to justice The New Age Page: 01

1.
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Election can be held in Dec, but would require
cutting short on reforms: CA’s press secy

“If they want more reforms, the election can be delayed by six months,” he also said

Shafiqul Alam. File Photo: His Facebook profile

The next national election can be held in December of this year if the political parties
want, but it would require cutting short on state reforms, the Chief Adviser's Press
Secretary Shafiqul Alam said today (7 January).

"If they want more reforms, the election can be delayed by six months,” he also said while
addressing a discussion event at the auditorium of the Krishibid Institution Bangladesh in
Dhaka.

The Bangladesh Dialogue organised the event titled "Political Orientation: Reforms and
Elections™.

Keep updated, follow The Business Standard's Google news channel

Speaking on the occasion, Alam said ousted premier Sheikh Hasina had established a
monarchy in Bangladesh in the last 15 years.

"Thousands of murals were built all over Bangladesh. This government got hold of a plane
that was sure to crash," he said.

Alam, however, stated that currently, reserves, the law-and-order situation, and commodity
prices are all stable. "Managing expectations is the biggest challenge at this point.”


https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMIivlQsw2ZKrAw?ceid=US:en&oc=3
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMIivlQsw2ZKrAw?ceid=US:en&oc=3

The press secretary also stated that the interim government has issued directives to agencies
not to obstruct media freedom.

Also speaking at the event, BNP Acting Chairman Tariqgue Rahman's Adviser Mahadi Amin
said, "There is no alternative to dialogues. Awami League's fascism basically stood on the
blood of the opposition forces. BNP was the most prominent [party] in this self-sacrifice.
This effort of BNP was to create people's ownership.”

Speaking about BNP's stance on extortion allegations against its activists, he said, "BNP has
a zero-tolerance position in the case of extortion. So far, more than 1,000 activists have been
expelled from the party.”

He also alleged many people are misrepresenting the issue of BNP activists “reclaiming their
property" as extortion.

On state reforms, he said the BNP has been raising its voice for reforms for the last eight
years and is working to that end. "Tariqgue Rahman already proposed a bicameral parliament
in 2012."
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JULY-AUGUST MASSACRE

CJ looks
forward

to justice
AG reiterates govt commitment
to neutral, transparent trials

M Moneruzzaman

CHIEF justice Syed Refaat
Ahmed on Thesday ex-
pressed hope for justice in
the cases filed on charges of
genocide and crimes against
humanity committed during
the for the July-August 2024
student-people uprising.

He made the remarks
during the inauguration of
the newly renovated court-
room of the International
Crimes Tribunal and the his-
toric Old High Court build-
ing, commonly referred to as
the ICT building.

The building, first reno-
vated in 2009 for the trial of
1971 war crimes, underwent
further renovation as part of
routine maintenance to re-
sume tribunal proceedings.

Speaking at the event,
the chief justice emphasised
that the tribunal's renewed
operations marked a funda-
mental reform rather than a
mere continuation of previ-
ous practices.

“This reform focuses on
how trials will be conducted
and how justice will be deliv-
ered transparently and fairly.
As a nation, we look towards
the ICT with hope and high
expectations,’ he stated.

Reiterating the interim
government's commitment
to neutral, transparent and
accountable trials, attorney
general Md Asaduzzaman
told the programme, ‘The

trials will adhere to tested
international standards. Any
assistance needed from the
Attorney General's Office
will be provided to ensure
justice.

He said that the ICT,
originally formed under the
International Crimes (Tri-
bunals) Act 1973 in 2009
remained dysfunctional for
months and it resumed its
proceedings recently.

Asaduzzaman said that
the July-August incidents,
which saw significant loss
of life, appeared to meet the
criteria of crimes against hu-

Trials will be conducted
for offences that fall under
this definition, he added.

He said, ‘The govern-
ment has previously stated
its commitment to ensuring
that these ftrials adhere to
tested international stand-
ards. Amendments to the
International Crimes (Tribu-
nals) Act 1973 were made
following consultations to
eliminate any potential con-
troversy and uphold the in-
tegrity of the process.’

The tribunal will now
focus on the prosecution
of perpetrators of crimes
against humanity commit-
ted to suppress the July-Au-
gust mass uprising.

The chief justice later
gave his reaction high-
lighting the tribunal's role

Continued on page 2 Col. 1
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in delivering justice for the
genocide and crimes against
humanity committed during
the uprising,.

‘The trials will adhere
to the principles of justice,
transparency and the due
process of law, offering ful-
Iv a new dimension to the
ICT's mandate,’ he expected.

Later, a release of the Su-
preme Court administration
stated that the chief justice
regarded the Old High Court
building as a place of judicial
and historical significance.

The release said that the
chief justice expressed op-
timism that the trials to be
conducted here would up-
hold the nation’s expecta-
tions and strengthen the tra-
dition of delivering justice in
cases of grave human rights
violations,

As an ordinary citizen,
I too hope to see justice
served,’ the statement quot-
ed the chief justice as saying.

The reconstituted tribu-
nal, comprising Justice Md
Golam Mortuza Mozumder,
Justice Md Shofiul Alam
Mahmood and retired dis-
trict judge Md Mohitul Haq
Anam Chowdhury, held its
inaugural session on Thes-
day. The event was attended
by chief prosecutor Moham-
mad Tajul Islam, his depu-
ties and members of the in-
vestigation agency.

Addressing  journalists
after the inauguration, Tajul
Islam confirmed that further
proceedings related to the
July-August crimes would
be conducted at the reno-
vated building.

He noted that previous
tribunal proceedings, held

during the Awami League
regime, were conducted in
a temporary structure at the
fag end of the regime.

The reconstituted tri-
bunal has registered three
cases — two against de-
posed prime minister and
Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina and the other
against AL general secre-
tary Obaidul Quader and 44
others, including party col-
leagues, associates and law
enforcement personnel —
on charges of genocide and
crimes 1 humanity
committed during the July-
August uprising.

Several accused, includ-
ing Hasina who fled to India
on August 5, 2024, remain
fugitives.

The tribunal issued war-
rants for the arrest of many,
including Hasina, her for-

mar security adviser Tarique
Ahmed Siddique, former
inspector general of police
Benazir Ahmed, and eight
others implicated in en-
forced disappearances dur-
ing the 15-year AL rule.

The tribunal has sched-
uled its next hearing for Feb-
ruary 12, when the inspector
general of police is required
to submit a report on the ax-
ecution of warrants.

Law Adviser Asif Naz-
rul, who had overseen the
tribunal’s renovation, reiter-
ated the government’s com-
mitment to holding fair and
transparent trials.

At least 1,500 students
and civilians were Kkilled,
and thousands mjured dur-
ing indiscriminate firing or-
dered by the Awami League
government during the July-
August uprising,’ he said.
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