Mustain Billah

Mustain is a Dhaka based human rights advocate and civic engagement thought
leader. A writer, political analyst and opinion maker, he has been involved in
different social movements, mentoring youth leadership and promoting human
rights education.

He did his Masters in Social Science at Sungkonghoe University, Seoul, South
Korea. His Masters' thesis on UNCLOS and its entanglement with the conflicts of
maritime disputes in East Asia was awarded as the best thesis with distinction.

He i1s a fellow of Inter-Asia Cultural Studies, and presented papers at various
annual seminars held in Taiwan, Korea, and Indonesia on the discourse of human
rights practice in Bangladesh.

Mustain mobilised and trained a field team in 2017-18 for Asian Dignity Initiative
(ADI) at the Rohingya refugee camps to undertake systematic witness accounts
documentation on the atrocity crimes committed against the ethnic Rohingya
Muslims in Arakan.

He has been leading a civic platform Jonoporishor as one of its editors. The
platform works to promote democratic values, human dignity and justice in the
public sphere. He also served as a Steering Committee member of ILO Business
Network on Forced Labour. He is a fellow of Gwangju May 18 Academy.
Currently serving as one of the International Democracy Goodwill Ambassadors
for Korea Democracy Foundation.

Mustain has written articles on an array of topics and edited a number of books. He
served as the executive editor of the avant-garde intellectual magazine, fortnightly
Chnitaa. He jointly edited the books entitled ‘Emergency: State and Politics’ and
‘Crossfire: The Political Violence of the State’.
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